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SUBJECT: CAE AND THE PRESS 

1 . ALTHOUGH DEPARTMENT NEVER CHARACTERIZED QUAINTON'S 
RETURN FOR CONSULTATIONS AS "RECALL" WE ARE CONTENT WITH 
PRESS ASSUMPTION TO THIS EFFECT, AND HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY 
ALLUDED TO IT AS SUCH. 

2. VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF THE AUGUST 17 BRIEFING CONCERN- 
ING THE C.A.E. FOLLOWS QUOTE: 

Q: IS THE U.S. PROTESTING THE JAILING OF REPORTERS IN THE 
CENTRAL AFRICAN EMPIRE? 

A: WE HAVE MADE OUR POSITION KNOWN TO THE AUTHORITIES IN 
THE CENTRAL AFRICAN EMPIRE. OBVIOUSLY, WE ARE VERY CONCERN- 
ED ABOUT SUCH ACTIONS. WE ARE EXAMINING WHAT DID HAPPEN, 
AND WE ARE EXAMINING IT IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR OVERALL 
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HUMAN RIGHTS POSITION AND IN LIGHT OF OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WITH THE CENTRAL AFRICAN EMPIRE. 

WE HAVE WORKED RATHER CONSISTENTLY IN THE CASE OF THE 
AMERICAN CITIZEN, MR. RANDAL, AT THE TIME OF HIS DETENTION 
AND WE HAVE EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN ABOUT THE WELFARE AND 
WORKED ACTIVELY FOR THE RELEASE OF MR. RANDAL 
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AND ABOUT THE WELFARE OF MR. GOLDSMITH WHO IS A BRITISH 
CITIZEN. 

AMBASSADOR QUAINTON FROM THE CENTRAL AFRICAN EMPIRE IS 
RETURNING HERE AT THE END OF THIS WEEK FOR CONSULTATIONS, 
AND WE INTEND AT THAT TIME TO DISCUSS WITH HIM THE 
ISSUE OF THESE DETAINEES AS WELL AS OTHER MATTERS. I'M 
NOT PREPARED TO SPECULATE ABOUT WHAT MAY BE THE RESULT 
OF THOSE CONSULTATIONS. 

Q: HOW LONG? 

A: WELL, THE CONSULTATIONS ARE GOING TO BE AT THE END 
OF THIS WEEK, I THINK. WHAT'S THE DATE TODAY? 

Q: THE 17TH. 

A: THE 17TH? WELL, I THINK IT'S ROUGHLY THE 18TH OR 
19TH THAT HE WILL BE HERE. 

Q: HODDING, LET ME TAKE YOU BACK TO RESOLUTION 242. 

A: LET ME MAKE SURE WE'RE THROUGH WITH THIS. 

Q: YES. DOES THAT MEAN THAT THE AMBASSADOR WILL BE THERE 
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FOR THE CORONATION OF THE - 

A: I THINK I'D IUST HAVE TO SAY THAT I DON'T HAVE ANY 
ANSWER TO THAT RIGHT NOW. THE CONSULTATIONS, HOWEVER, IS 
GOING TO BE THE FIRST ORDER OF PRIORITY. 

Q: ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, HODDING, ON CHINA - 

Q: COULD WE HAVE ONE MORE ON THE CENTRAL AFRICAN EMPIRE? 


A: YES. 


Q: DOES THE U.S. PLAN TO SEND A SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
TO THE CORONATION OF BOKASSA? 

A: I DON'T KNOW OF OUR PLANS IN CONNECTION. LET ME BE 
MORE DEFINITE WE DO NOT HAVE FIRM PLANS. " END QUOTE. 

3. CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE HAS BEEN PROVIDED TO EFFECT 
THAT CONSULTATIONS TO DATE HAVE BEEN PRODUCTIVE AND WILL 
CONTINUE. 
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4. C.A.E. EMBASSY WASHINGTON FOLLOWED UP AUGUST 16 
TELEPHONE CALL TO DESK WITH FORMAL PROTEST AUGUST 17, TO 
"EXPRESS ITS STRONG EMOTION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
CONCERNING THE TENDENTIOUS ARTICLES APPEARING IN THE 
WASHINGTON POST OF AUGUST 16 AND 17, 1977 UNDER THE 
SIGNATURE OF MR. JONATHAN RANDAL WHO RECENTLY HAD BEEN 
ARRESTED IN BANGUI FOR AN IRREGULAR AND ILLEGAL STORY 
AND WAS RELEASED BY AN ACT OF CLEMENCY ON THE PART OF HIS 
IMPERIAL MAJESTY BOKASSA I. ARTICLES SUCH AS THOSE 
DONE (BY RANDAL), BY THEIR NATURE ARE INJURIOUS TO THE 
GOOD RELATIONS WHICH EXIST BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 
ALSO, IN ANY CASE, THE CENTRAL AFRICAN EMBASSY STRONGLY 
PROTESTS THE INSULTS AIMED AT ITS EMPEROR, HIM BOKASSA I 
AND THE CENTRAL AFRICAN PEOPLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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